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A small object detection algorithm based
on deep convolutional neural network
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Abstract: In view of the shortcomings of YOLO object detection algorithm in small object detection,
and the difficulty of achieving real-time performance on embedded platforms, this paper designs an im-
proved YOLO object detection algorithm, called dense_YOLO. The algorithm contains two phases: fea-
ture extraction phase and object detection regression phase. In the feature extraction phase, based on the
idea of DenseNet structure, a new slim-densenet feature extraction module based on deep separable con-
volution is designed, which enhances the transmission of small object features and reduces the parameter
quantity to accelerate the network propagation speed. In the object detection stage, the idea of adaptive
multi-scale fusion detection is proposed to fuse the extracted features, and the objects are classified and
regressed on different feature scales, which improves the detection accuracy of small objects. Experi-
mental results show that, compared with the original YOLO object detection algorithm, the dense_YO-
LO object detection algorithm improves mAP by 7%, decreases the single picture detection time by 15
ms, and reduces the model size by 90 MB.

Key words: object detection; embedded platform; small object; convolutional neural network; multi

scale prediction

* TR E#I:2019-08-29; & E H#8:2019-11-26
EAS R : 130033 35 AR KA T v ERR 4 B K A ' 2 4 2% AILIR 15 ) LT 50 i
Address: Changchun Institute of Optics, Fine Mechanics and Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Changchun 130033, Jilin, P. R.
China



650 Computer Engineering & Science &ML T S5F%  2020,42(4)

1 5]

T

Wit & TH LR B B K i TS e R
E 4T N T & 4745, 76 3 B LA I 45 L AL
ZEH HLAs NSE T B 2212 W7 AR o 2 45
S ST e A e LN E N 15 =S = B Y a1 P 1=
A1 J5 e 1 PG e o3 5 7 S RS R 1Y EH A
B X — H bR B9 250 AL . B AR A I AR S T
=001 1 A R s e R S A I 15 M i = [ R ST
LN IR e

& 40 1 H R 0 B3 32 B F RRORE B
Pl 1 Jey 35 4R AiE (SIET) 1 42 Jy F AE (HOG) 42 By
TR R B B R B bR 00 T AR X, 4R R
RRAEAR B B A H SRR ) 2 AL (SVMD FilH 3 K
$& T+ (Adaboost) 45 3 2 & X H A5 #¢ AE #E 47 43 2.
WA — S BRE T 4 Jmy VR AL AE R A A D
SRS B M X, AR AR K e B R A T AR
R ARG R 25, To vk TN IR A 3% 5
. T H B T s A RS S S ECRE A IHE
VR T N

AR SR, B TR B B 2 M4 (1 B bR
DU 2 A DAL oy 308 S e RN A AR 3 =2 A 4 0 7 B AR A
DTS T R & . SE5R B bn k5
TR G FE T VR B A AR 48 X 4% 11 B A R N 5 3
Ik A Bl 28 1) 2% o N B4l B 10 2 T L AT LA A Bl
PG B IBURRAE | 34T H AR B9 067 & R 51, 2
REJIom RSB LB R R . YRR TSR Ma
0 B AR B A 2 28— KR T X
B B by A I 2 B, I Faster RCNN Hl Corner-
Net™ | 330 2850 v 7 5 AF $2 B, X 3 ORI i B e
SRS EIARE G R 1AM 4R m TN R E
W2 AR R A AT 6 1 JC R Tl S a1 2L
Ko 2T HIEM E AR YO
LO(You Only Look Once)"* ' F1 SSD ( Single
Shot multibox Detector)!*, HE5 285 1 k45 s
SAL O T B TR IR G R s B E AR T AR, X
ST T A P R S N P 0 R (R X
ANERTN IR SRl & WY N

T FEdR A & B SN B AR A A B2 A
G 5 5 T Y RGP AR SO 4 YOLO Bk,
BT T —FH 8y dense_YOLO H AR 5. 1
FEAE B2 I B, 38 5 K DenseNet' [ 45 i) S A5 F
TREE W] 43 8 25 B AR A 45 AL BT T IR
JE] 43 8 4 PR Y slim-densenet ¢ fiF £ B 2% , 34

58T/ H b 00 R A AR 3 bR T AE R A A ) R
FE . TERTIN B Be o 2R ] a0 22 RUBE Rl G ) 1) JEL
FTEATR R AE ROBE b0 47 B AR g 43 28 fn el 15,
P T/ B AR KL IOKS BE . dense _YOLO H br £
DU ] AR TR B 2 2117 H R AR T AR L T 8k
AP ARl fE

2 dense_YOLO B#r#&iME %

2.1 [R% YOLO ®Hi%

YOLO 585 4 W 44 46 D0 18] 20 &b B 5[] 05 [5)
R T 1A P2 I 28 548 3R AT A PG b 4 Tt
HARMIALE T . EM L4 b %8R Re
LU (Rectified Linear Unit)"™ % & 5% 0 4 TR 3R
e BURRAE o 22 5 2R 42 % 422 2 04T B bR A B 2K
I EE SR o XTI A5 e 2% F A T 45 2R

YOLO 53 2k ] 40 J B AR 8 iy A R 43 1
SXSA/NE (grid celD) , #7 H bR B9 H0 £ 75 A 5 4
— AN B 23X AN /NS A B T X S H A Y 10
55, 38 3 1 2% 19 Y11 25 2% 20 B0 40 A, T S A A4S
Hbm 09 ot s Ay R w8 A 51 5 728 0 Al A ORI
# NMS(Non-Maximum Suppression) & 308, %
BT R R A HEAE S e 2409 H An A i, an 1A
L. AR YOLO B8k 6 I 3 R e e, (H 4 3%
R TR TR 22 G A AR E /N B AR
A6 I 28R AN -

Final detections

5% 8 grid on input

Class probability map

Figure 1  YOLO detection principle

K1 YOLO i jii 38

2.2 dense_YOLO H#R# il J& 32

ARSCE X YOLO B3R AR /N B AR RS B2 1%
B a8, 53T T B dense _YOLO B Fp Ao il 88 1%,
B 2 R 2 N RE AR R U B R 22 RUBE H A A
WAL, dense_YOLO H #5685 1% & 7 1 I 1R
YOLO B3 P iy a8 452 - o R 2 BUR 2%
(Fully Convolutional Networks)"" {45 #y , fifi 15



AR R T RE B TR A R4 Y/ E AR AR I R vk

651

I £ AT L3S AN T] /N 09 g A AR . SR i TR
(5 TR BE 1T 73 B 45 B slim-densenet FEAE 42 B
I 4% Sfe $i URRAE . 37 ) I 2 45 7 2 850 o /D R AIE
TEM G s sl P, IR Ja R A& N 2 R
FE Rl BE AT B AR RO L FE AN [R) 09 R AR R I
11 B AR 4y 2R 1S, 45 5 B br i B4R 47 B 028 5
R TR XN B bR A I E R

2.2.1 slim-densenet 4% 4E 3T B 3

A AE Y DenseNet W45 254, % 3T T slime
densenet FFAESEI L5 L4544 . IR 19 YOLO [ 2%
S5k RAIE 4% 3 U7 SO 18 R AR i L B2 A
Hok B M e M & W el — 2. A SCH slime
densenet FFAE42 I 26 4544 228 T R AIE 7R 1) 2% )2
Z [a] A% 32 7 =X (A5 4 AR T DAk O 38 03 ) 45 )2 B
242 356 3] )5 THT 09 X 48 22 o O ASCORA T R BE T R 1Y)
e &, T EL S PR TR TE I 48 AR s . AR SO
slim-densenet FFfE R I M & 5 & 2 frs, H
§1 Dense block 2 slim-densenet ¥ 4% 1 fij1 3£
FROEAG 38 1) &8 3. WKL 3 W LLAE H FRAE 48 5t
Dense block A DAk iz H e i 3 43 19 4% 1 42 4% 28 5]
i it P 2% DR TG bR T AR A A 9 2% B A

N T R 2 B R AR AR ) 2% v A% 8B TR L AR
SORFFRRAE SR OB e b iy 72X 7,5 X5 H1 3 X3 HE
e R EE R o B G AR R BE W] o B 6 AR IX I T AR
5 4 TR AL G Y B B A6 B X i A Y 22 38
PR AT 4 FRERAE L BB G 4 B 38 K TH 58 5 il
TRECE R . TR B 4 FR A 28 I 45 0 6 FRARAE 70
Depthwise Convolution i1 Pointwise Convolution
2 35, A 4 Bz Depthwise Convolution X} i
AW 2238 38 1) 2 #6472 )R A AR BDX g — J2 38 1E AR
47 B B8 5B 2 J5 Pointwise Convolution i F

KN 1 X1 B9 3E T X Depthwise Convolution
75 30 1 v 1] 45 SR AR 8 48 FE AT YA A A B A
g GIREBEME R 2520, S50 &R ERIEM
PO TR BE AT 43 15 A5 FRTE Wl /b 2 800 i [ s m 1 1 oy
TER % 3%

Dense block

QQ-0-0-0

Figure 3 Dense block module
K 3  Dense block %k

Depthwise Convolution

‘ | b

Pointwise Convalution

[ nXpcony [©

NIRNE -ﬁm =

Figure 4 Depthwise separable convolution
B4 REE BB

2.2.2 BERN %R ERASE MR

X /N B R ARG DU K — AR SR T 2 R
RS R A R, TR 2] YOLO HAnks:
ML T E LT 24T R Z R BURHE 7 e
— JZ R 0T H AR 43 2R W T A 2 a1
AT RBEZ S 2% 1 43 BESE ok SR 40 1 Kk, I
P R[] 3 B 32 1 R A LA £ I8 3k R A5 I 45 78
T S AR E 2 R &1 6 /N B BR 19 R AE , B YOLO

N

£€1
/

=)
= > " g N\
Input ke B \Q
npu ] } =
image Dense block | Ppetnse bloe Hense lll\f"‘l =) mh]g,(:kl
> Zp E? ‘o )
/ ]
s o L
% % X i e 51‘1 1 12:2
128 2 Ix1x512 X' %1281, 35
i IxIx1287, 1 1x1x256 2X1X 1%L o t) 3% <)
1 32 IxIx 128 12 3x3x3 pool
64 Ix1x128 3x3x3 max pool
3%x3x3 max pool
3 TxTx645=2

3 x 3pool 5=2

Figure 2 Network structure of slim-densenet

2 slim-densenet 452 1IF 35 B R 2% 25 #4)



652 Computer Engineering & Science &ML T S5F%  2020,42(4)

BEEXE/IN AR B A I ARCR AN RN . A XX — 1
DL AR SCAE 3 AR AR R b 3EAT B bkl 5 1 4
FRAE RO AR R & T HABRRIE RUZ 915 B MR =
P I b i 2 RS0 A5 0 9 R AL L R0 265 TR J= 3 L)
RS B B9 R AE K B AT B Rl 2 )5 dE 1T 4 iz
LRI HARRY A B R BIME R . ASCH A SN 2
RO R R R R 18 5 BTR

M
slim-densenet

[block ]— [ detection-| }‘-. E‘_r}

£

].l

[bl:.:ck] - -"[ detection-2 J—.- sesalt ;ﬁ:\l

/ 1{5

' / 3l

( block J-{-1—[ detection-3 J"J H%
SN

Figure 5 Adaptive multi-scale fusion detection
5 HE N 2 R A R

T 46 i 5 3 4> Dense block fEH#2 i 3
DMREEARE B feature map, 4535 #HATRAAE AL G
/N REE Y feature map 43 & B FFAEAG AR TH — 2
KRR EER feature map H . 3 FF & — 2 700 i H] 1Y
feature map #Pfl G T A [ 70 BE R A 6] 18 5k
AYFREAE s KU feature map B T H A3 PERA L ff
TR 2 BT RRAE L S S SO /N B SR AE . /)N
RUE feature map Hi T H 73 B R BAL, R B 19 2 W)
PRI 50 B 455 B . T 25 5 T K i BUMAE . 4R )5 A
FRIERE G Z J5 19 3 4> feature map [ #4745 iz
SRR BRI A AR B ARG R . R H 3
SRR R EHR RN 0 HARE BARSS & R AR
FAG 0] NMS 5535 45 5] B ¢ 1) A ) 245
2.3 dense_YOLO B#r#& 2

dense_YOLO Hbrf W 53530 3 #4r. &
TR e o TR T 4r B B U slim-densenet
R AT RRAE (4 3 I 22 S5 o B2 BRI 1) R AE 7E AN [
ROBE b 47 il AR I B I R FH AR AR R (B 10 461
NMS B8 A ] RO b $2 I0CE0 ) H A o7 R 2031
5 BT 4S A A B R A AR I 25 5 . Bk msA
WAEAE

(D K&k B A BRGS0 i A 5%
e K/ R 608 X 608 (% (018 #53% A 45

(2) HFRFHE L, f# ] slim—densenet £RAF 32 B
FE O 26 AR BTG HEA T R AR 45 B0, 8 235 2R 3% A S5 2L
() A A A B,

(3) AIENZ RS, i 1] 2 K
A RN B3 X R AR E AT s 194 57 A0 2K 5]

(4 K gs Rl . g NMS Bk R A
(] RUBERFAE RS 09 AR B A0 2501 O 75 st s ]
B EATARTE IR A R

BRI A 6 PR

7
LB

.

SR

Figure 6 Flow chart of dense_YOLO algorithm
Kl 6 dense_YOLO B 7

3 MIBESERIEI

3.1 HIER&EMITNIER

AR FE MS COCO (Microsoft COCO: Com-
mon Objects in Context)"™) 18 FI B4 % F#iT T
I3 A TE AR SCHIE B /0N B AR B 22 1 5 55 v A
T XS

A A 0 40 B 2 A 2 R Bl 4 . — 12
PASCAL VOC ¥4, 75 — 4~ 4& MS COCO %45
£, MS COCO il £ 2 R b g iy — > Hie i £
H A3 4 detection, segmentation il keypoints %5 4T
% o TERIN 7 1 . MS COCO 47 80 Fh 28 5] . AHXf
F PASCAL VOC $tfs 4R /9 20 25, MS COCO
BRI Fw A E T H ARG A B WL
FAR A 5 IR 2% AAR B IR 2 . FAR R
PR/ TE MS COCO %l | 9 S 56 53k

AR ST VR AR B 5 B R ABLF 6, 4
Y M R ST 37 s AT IR 4R L A R I R
Ho b ANEE B AT N SEAT A B FA R I O T
T %5 B 27°C . X5 B LA B IR 1 s PRI



AR R T RE B TR A R4 Y/ E AR AR I R vk

653

1T e 245 3 270 B8 R SF o 1920 X 1080 B9 (&
K1, R AR B Labelimage 34 %F R 4 2] 1Y
270 E EMR #EAT A5 i, X A3 2 270 4>, xml SO,
X HH Y 210 1 R PR AT K a4 9 L 3 i 45 b A8
SN G5 60 KA i 1 0 0 R R L By Lk T 4 A A
A TS B0y B, LA B BE ) 5T R AY  2% B 4
MG N . AR SC 3 A R B0 3 0 O vk
A R AT BT A5 BE 2 100 IREHER, K/ANR
1000600, 3X 2 100 i B e e i voe Bdi & 1Y
ANV RFEA . TR 60 B ERAE K 50k
.

ARSCR I FZE M 48 b5 02 AP H RS
4538k H Precision #1 Recall J&— X %F 37 56 & AU 8
b, — DR TR AR ) — D FR AR T B BT
¥ H PR g4, B Precision 1 Recall fi£ 94
T AORAE P — SRR RE R 8 b AP X T2
ANEB AP B BEFRA mAP . AP@O. 5 #) &
SCH B 32 F H ToU(Intersection over Union) [ {H
BEK 0.5, 5EMHER ToU KT 0.5 f K I AHE H
SE ARSI TE B 3 ek 7E A LR A bRl bR 0. 1 3t
SEC R I B M B R AR 2l PR e B A4 2
K $ghn AP, Hep ToU $8 U 25 5 HE Al B {4 #E
A XA ERS SRR E. FEE A X
ANEAR R BRI R HARH mAP UL RFE ToU 248
i 45 A Recall B9{H. 55 — PN RIR 4 TOP-1,
R A5 B e e A R D 45 SR 1 HE A
3.2 NIESHMNEE

AR SR B9 252 B % AR A0 R BT

batch : FEUREARYIN 21 KK H A SCBCE H
32,

subdivisions ¥ batch 475y 4 )5 2% A W 4%,
ARICVCE R 16,

0 25 g AT AR SCBC D 608 X608,

angle: FUZR A BEAE AL, B O B, LSS Il 25
FEARARSCRE A 77

weight decay s KB % I8 1E W) 350 2 %0, By 1k i
BUA A SCEE R 0,000 5,

saturation: Mg FEE . DL 38 0 Il 250 AR 550, AR S
BE N 0.75,

exposure: WEIGEE L LIRS NI ZRAE A B A S0k
EHHO0.75,

hue : €898 28 A0 Bl A NIl ZRpE AR AR S0k
B0 1,

learning rate ;"% 3 2 , AR XL B M 0. 001,

max _batches: fix K kAR WE A XC®RE N
500 000,

policy: > R KB, A L poly K
W% . poly Wy 3 ik 2 K new _Ir = base_Ir % (1 —
SO LUE 22 2] E W power
SEAE S power<1, 2 R AR, power>1,2%
R E VLIRS

anchors : TR AE F /N TS BARITE -

(10X13), (16 X 30),(33X23),(30X61),
(62X45), (59X 119), (116 X 90), (156 X 198),
(373X326),

k:anchor WAL H AR SCIRE R 9.

ASCK H kmeans _YOLO 3 25 o ib 2 %5 s
S TR e BRI B R A 7 ROR

x10”

iter /maxiter )™

k=98¢ loss=1120

4 5 6 7 8 9
k

10 11 12 13

Figure 7 Clustering results on dateset
BT BIERELYR
3.3 KWIEMINEGTTE

S50 B A R O - IR R LR 55
%l ® core i7 AbPRER .2 Bk Titan xp . A&
B 3% Bl NVIDIA JETSON XAVIER™! # A & °F
.0 NVIDIA 24 ") 3 27 > LT3 iy i A
X ARG WE CPU Fl GPU 8, BRIA %% ubuntu
R4,

W 2% 7F & > 45 BUZ BT #f i AT BN (Batch
Normalization) J22 , 4 & — 2 (%) i 28 W 45 v (19 4 —
AR ITT I A AT A — AL, S A R E S 005
220 1 PR HEIE S o0 A i e 7GRt 72 b, BB
o 28 22 B ) T A BSCHRE 1 0 A 3% R A i
AT -5 S8 I 2 AT S0 1 R Aef 32 9 2k ) it

ARS8 SUR A5 2% R U e YOLO 553 fif
FH I Softmax R, YOLO & i b (1 3 2 o8 B0
LSRR & AE R TR AR T 1A & 416
A aMEEAE O D, EagEmml 1, |
& TESLBR Y 23 2T 55 b A DN B Y B AR ] BE 2 R
F L2285, L InTE Open Images Dataset H1,1 4~
H s A 2052 (B an N F 2 N A SCfdfi i 28 X
TR 5 2 pRBROR 51X Softmax bR, {5 15 /¥ 45 151 0 114
H s 0] LU 24> AN (8] (19 2800 5 2Z X B



654 Computer Engineering & Science &ML T S5F%  2020,42(4)

YINZRIRE SR 9 2 TR B 2 ) 28 0 fulf FH 1) B AL A
FEF RS, BT A U SR8 dE BLBE ML E B 1 A
batch fERAREA 36 AN W 4552 2] 1236 P B AL S PR A
AR AT AR BRI

FNIER 73 1 E AR AG I 532 — A L AS SO e fdt )
slim-densenet 4325 WM 2% 7F ImagNet 2= FE 53R 4 -
PEAT TN S, A5 BB SR AL . A5 40) 1R 9 1) 4% 2
BB 1) KRB AE » 2 5 R I 42 il . 42
F1E backbone P& U A O /4 K5 1) 2% , 7F 38
M MS COCO ##li 4 E il fr il %k, &3 10 K
500 000 MR Z G . R ETE 3.5 24 A A2
b S5 k. PR 5B S R nEl 8 Jir
N o

25 =10"
32 33 34 35 36 a7 38 39

AN

Figure 8 Loss function visualization

B8k T B
4 LWHERIEEEDN

AR H: T slim-densenet 1 W 4% #5& B £ Ima-
geNet 7P REHEE FRILNER 1 i,
Table 1 Network classification result

x1 NBFEER

Backbone model TOP-1 CPU Time/s
VGG-16 70.5 4. 36
Darknet19 72.9 0. 87
ResNet 101122 77.1 2.23
slim-densenet (4% 3) 77.0 1. 38

M1 Rl UE L fE TOP-1 HERG R i - AR
SCHE T slim-densenet [ ) 2% 455 7 [y VGG-16
Darknetl9 #2858 7 7%, M1 B ResNet 101 1022
oL AB A B Ty A B W] i .

TE38 Y B ARk I &l 58 MS COCO |, B
-4 & NVIDIA JETSON XAVIER, ¥ dense __
YOLO-416 % 3 Hl YOLO-608,SSD512 4 25 #iL44
AT T R, Hh dense _YOLO-416, YOLO-
608.SSD512 H1#) 416,608,512 43 4t 3 [ 4% 1) 4

ARGF RN . HAA A6 0 1 fe A I 285 SR dn & 2
9 iR, Ho APs R X/ Hir (R E /N T
32X 32 KM Iy AP #5845 s AP, Bl AP@O. 5 J2 3. 1
W AP@O. 5 i 50 AP B ToU BI{H
M 0.5~0.95 HEERE 0. 5 PEATBUM . 5 H Y 10
A AP AESR BB i 5 s Weighes i ) 268 45 B (14 £
HR/N;GPU Time 38758 5246 U 5 14145 it 1 i)
[
Table 2 Detection results on MS COCO
£ 2 MSCOCO LHithim g3

Weights

GPU

ik APs AP APy, MOS0
YOLO-608 7.2 25.4 481 259  0.0605
SSD512 9.0 26.8 46.5 230  0.0989

Faster RCNN 7.7 24.2 45.3 306  0.1655
dense_YOLO-416(A30)14.9 36,4 59.4 160  0.0454

FEAR SCE R Y H Ak 0 BoHis 4R L WA B o
NVIDIA JETSON XAVIER, 7 3 #% it % dense
YOLO 5346 00 P 8 a8 3 Bt 7 o A6 ) 45 2 4 &
10 7R .

£ NVIDIA JETSON XAVIER i A & F &
L ARSCHY dense _YOLO H A5 46 I 45 15 AH %% T I
YOLO 53 K I i 8 47 %0 1 15 ms 24y, 7T A3k
F) 20 fps LA b A9 SR, d 0 T AL RO Bk . A
o 0 AE B %5 T 4T X MS COCO $dii 4k b iy /A
B AL 9 dense _YOLO & A0 T YOLO
FktE APs #8458 AR S T 70 A AP 4645
|, dense_YOLO $i %k #5d T YOLO,SSD il Fas-
ter RCNN 8%, # 2 /A4 & 17 1026, I H 0 25 5
FIR N YOLO B3 66% ., 41 4 A Sc o1
BB 4E L dense_YOLO &y L YOLO & 3
AP, 325 T 8%,

5 HFRiE

AR SCHE T —FOBr 0 3 IR A B 2 o 445
) dense_YOLO Hppfa 5k, fEik AP & 1
AL S R o R S H AR A . dense _YO-
LO L e S5 R #r 2 19 slim-densenet ## 1 £
BB Bt R AR BURRAE 32D T 2 80 e 7
IR AT . AR5 R A AE R 2 RO Rl A R
Mk T/ANREREE M E R 28 T/ Bix
(AR HE R, B T 3 R A R 0 o R A B R
R g 5, 98GR B L 7R 8 H I MS COCO %4 4
I, dense _YOLOS 2 7 /N B A5 & 0 75 1 - 5 )



A OUSE B T R TR 2 6 /0 AR AR I B ik

655

sheel 4 sheep sheep |
S 02 £ S

um‘:ﬁ et aﬂ-a oo

e test5

kite kite
2 P

d test4
" 4 L] T e ]

pPerson | ' dock
| person kol
L | bpertperson , pei son " —person . i3

f test 6 7

Figure 9 YOLO algorithm and dense_YOLO algorithm detection results on MS COCO dataset
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