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1 | INTRODUCTION
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Abstract

This paper investigates the problem of anti-disturbance fault estimation and attitude
tracking fault tolerant control for a flexible spacecraft subject to actuator faults, exter-
nal disturbances, input saturation, and configuration misalignment. Different form the
traditional methods, both the nonlinear dynamics subsystem and attitude control sys-
tem are reconstructed into Takagi-Sugeno fuzzy models, where partial nonlinear term
is remained to assist the design of fuzzy controller. A fuzzy fault estimation observer
with proportional—integral adaptive laws is first designed. Without measuring any dynamic
information of flexible appendages, estimated values of unknown actuator faults and vibra-
tion disturbances of flexible appendages can be obtained simultaneously. This is the most
important advantage of the proposed fault estimation scheme over the previous methods.
Then, a fuzzy sliding mode fault tolerant control scheme, based on fewer fuzzy rules and
less computational burden, is developed under the framework of feedback linearisation and
feedforward compensation. The actuator faults and vibration disturbances are counter-
acted in real time. Regional pole placement and virtual controller with input saturation are
adopted to tune the control input and avoid the radical control torque scheduling. Finally,
numerical simulations are given to illustrate the validity of the proposed fault estimation
and fault tolerant control strategies.

considers the estimation of actuator faults and vibration modes
simultaneously in the flexible spacecraft attitude system.

In recent decades, the attitude stabilisation of flexible space-
craft, which is usually composed of a rigid central body and
several flexible appendages, has received considerable attention
due to its advantages of saving cost and achieving complex
space missions. The existence of actuator faults could lead to
mission failure and catastrophic consequences for the severe
performance degradation or even instability of attitude control
system. Reviewing the existing study [1-3], fault estimation and
fault tolerant control techniques are effective methods to cope
with the unknown actuator faults and enhances the system reli-
ability and maintainability. Different from rigid spacecraft, the
intricate and strong coupling characteristics between the rigid
and flexible modes will increase the complexity and difficulty
in the achievements of accurate fault reconstruction and sta-
ble attitude control system [4—0]. However, to the best of the
authors’ knowledge, none of the existing traditional methods

One of the key challenges of fault estimation design in the
flexible spacecraft with actuator faults comes from their strong
nonlinearity and high uncertainty. The fundamental of observer-
based fault estimation is to reconstruct the size and shape of
faults by residual information that arise from the mismatch
between real plant and observer model [3]. So far, various
types of fault estimation approaches for spacecraft have been
developed, such as adaptive observer [7], adaptive supertwist-
ing observer [4], intermediate observer [8], and iterative learning
observer [9, 10]. Considering actuator faults and external distur-
bances, an iterative learning observer is proposed to estimate
actuator faults of a rigid satellite [9]. In acrospace engineering,
apart from the external disturbances, there is always configura-
tion misalignment in spacecraft actuators. It should be pointed
out that, even a small degree of misalignment may have a great
effect on the fault estimation results by a large adaptive gain or
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learning rate [10, 11]. In order to estimate actuator faults for
a rigid spacecraft with model parameter uncertainties, an adap-
tive non-linear fault estimation observer proposed in ref. [7],
and a fault estimation observer with a stochastically interme-
diate variable is designed in ref. [8]. However, the spacecraft
attitude models considered above have been simplified. The atti-
tude angles of spacecraft are assumed to vary in a small range in
ref. [7], and the inertia matrix is assumed to be a diagonal matrix
in ref. [8]. From refs. [11-13], actuator faults and disturbances
are combined into a lumped disturbance, and the disturbance
observer is investigated to address the unknown lumped dis-
turbances. In ref. [14], an adaptive augmented observer is used
to simultaneously obtain estimated values of actuator and sen-
sor faults by introducing a new state variable. All the results
mentioned above are based on the rigid spacecraft. The prob-
lem of sensor fault estimation of flexible spacecraft has been
studied in literature [4, 15]. Ref. [16] deals with the actua-
tor fault estimation problem for flexible spacecraft based on
an iterative learning observer, while the flexible vibration dis-
turbance caused by flexible appendages is only treated as a
lumped disturbance together with the external disturbance.
For the actuator complete failure, an adaptive estimation tech-
nique is introduced to achieve the estimation of uncertainty of
flexibility [17]. However, the actuator fault estimation method
applied to flexible spacecraft under the general situation (such
as strong flexible vibrations, time varying faults, and large atti-
tude angle working scope) is less considered. Therefore, how
to further carry out the estimation of actuator fault and flexi-
ble vibration simultaneously for flexible spacecraft under large
angle manoeuver is an interesting issue and motivates our
study.

For the observer design of complex nonlinear system,
Takagi—Sugeno (T-S) fuzzy model has provided a new solution,
which consists of a set of locally linearised dynamics connected
by fuzzy membership functions. On account of its ability to
approximate the complicated nonlinear behaviours of dynam-
ics with any specified accuracy, it has verified to be a very
powerful and flexible tool for dealing with non-linear systems
[18-20]. In ref. [5], T=S fuzzy modelling method is applied to
express the nonlinear behaviours of flexible spacecraft, and a
fuzzy robust dissipative control with saturated time-delay input
is given. The design of T-S fuzzy model applied to flexible
spacecraft mentioned above can be similatly found in refs. [21,
22]. However, for the nonlinear system with complex nonlin-
earities, the reconstructed T-S fuzzy model may contain a large
number of fuzzy local models. It is often difficult for the T-S
fuzzy model to achieve stability analysis and control synthesis
[23]. In ref. [23, 24], a class of continuous/discrete non-linear
systems ate represented by the T-S fuzzy models with con-
tinuous/discrete nonlinear local models, and the fuzzy models
have fewer fuzzy rules than conventional T-S fuzzy models
comprised of local linear models. Furthermore, the proposed
control design methods with fewer fuzzy rules leads to less
computational burden and more relaxed results. Inspired by
the above work, the observer-based fault estimation and fault-
tolerant control problem for the discrete-time nonlinear systems
with unknown perturbation has been studied in ref. [25], and the

robust fuzzy model predictive control for the discrete nonlinear
systems with parametric uncertainties has been investigated in
ref. [26]. Furthermore, a class of complex discrete-time non-
linear system with time-varying delay and actuator faults are
considered in ref. [27], and a T-S fuzzy modelling method with
nonlinear functions satisfying some sector-bounded conditions
is applied. In ref. [28], a fuzzy control scheme for nonlinear
impulsive switched systems described by nonlinear T-S fuzzy
models is developed, where only some of the nonlinearities are
used as premise variables.

Recently, a great deal of results on the stable attitude con-
trol for flexible spacecraft has been given. Sliding mode control
has been widely applied to the design of fault tolerant con-
trol due to its insensitive to external disturbances and model
uncertainties [9, 29]. Based on the backstepping technique and
adaptive sliding mode control, the attitude tracking fault toler-
ant control approach has been studied in refs. [7, 30, 31]. In
addition to external disturbances and configuration misalign-
ment, the effects of input saturation is also the key factor to
be considered in the real attitude control system, especially in
the presence of actuator faults. Based on the above considera-
tion, an integral sliding mode control is proposed to generate
control torque with desired performance [10]. A nonlinear inte-
gral sliding mode control with dual-layer gain adaption scheme
is studied to accommodate fault [32]. By introducing the fast
nonsingular terminal sliding mode surface, a fault tolerant con-
trol method is designed to avert the singularity problem [33]. In
addition, the unwinding problem and actuator faults are simul-
taneously considered in refs. [11, 34]. However, in most of the
previous studies concerning fault tolerant control, it is based on
the rigid spacecraft and no flexible vibrations are considered.
Considering the actuator faults and coupling effect of flexible
modes, ref. [35] develops an attitude controller with a fixed-
time nonsingular terminal sliding mode, which provides fast
fixed-time attitude manoeuver with high precision, singularity
avoidance, and chattering free. A fault tolerant control with time
variable sliding sutface is investigated to deal with the compen-
sation problem caused by actuator faults [36]. Moreover, for
the flexible spacecraft with time varying inertia uncertainties
and actuator faults, the 1.2-gain is employed to obtain an adap-
tive controller with robust performance [37]. Ref. [22] addresses
a robust finite-time non-fragile sampled-data control problem
via an observer-based control approach. The T-S fuzzy model
approach and actuator faults with Bernoulli distribution are con-
sidered, while spacecraft attitude model considered is simplified
by setting body frame as principal-axis frame. The same assump-
tion constraint can also be found in ref. [17]. Ref. [38] provides
a model-free adaptive fault tolerant controller for flexible space-
craft with inertia uncertainties and actuator faults. However,
attitude angles of spacecraft are assumed to vary in a small
range and inertia matrix is assumed diagonal. The fault tolerant
attitude tracking control and vibration suppression for flexi-
ble spacecraft without attitude angular velocity measurement
are studied in ref. [4]. Based on T-S fuzzy model, an adaptive
integral sliding mode control strategy for the flexible space-
craft with configuration misalignhment and unknown actuator
dead-zone is investigated [21]. Nevertheless, the considered T-S
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fuzzy model applied to the flexible spacecraft is complex owing
to six premise variables.

Motivated by the aforementioned discussion, based on the
T-S fuzzy modelling approach, this article is dedicated to
address the fault estimation and fault tolerant control problem
for flexible spacecraft in the presence of actuator faults, input
saturation, external disturbances, and configuration misalign-
ment. The proposed T-S fuzzy model for flexible spacecraft
can be applied to manoeuvering at any angle and a large range of
angular velocity. Then, a fuzzy adaptive observer is designed for
the flexible spacecraft attitude system, which combines the aug-
mentation technique with adaptive laws to address the estima-
tion problem of actuator fault and flexible vibration disturbance.
It should be pointed that, reviewing existing methods, the actu-
ator fault estimation method applied to the general flexible
spacecraft attitude system (considering model uncertainties, seg-
regating the effect of flexible vibration, and no manoeuver angle
constraints) is less considered. Moreover, based on feedback
compensation provided by fuzzy observer, a fuzzy adaptive slid-
ing mode fault tolerant control strategy is developed. Based on
Lyapunov theory and H,, optimisation, all estimation errors in
the observer are proved to be ultimately uniformly bounded,
and the asymptotically stability and reachability for the closed-
loop control system is guaranteed. Compared with existing
works, the main contributions of this study are summarised as
follows:

1) Compared with the T-S fuzzy model with six premise
variables for flexible spacecraft in refs. [5, 21, 22], the
proposed method can approximate the flexible spacecraft
with only three premise variables. In this study, fewer
premise variables that meet the design rationality imply
fewer fuzzy rules and less computational burden, which
are conducive to the design of fuzzy model. Thus, owing
to comprehensive and concise fuzzy rules, the T-S fuzzy
model possess higher approximation precision. It is worth
mentioning that the T-S fuzzy models of dynamic subsys-
tem (for the observer design) and attitude control system
(for the controller design) share the same set of fuzzy
rules.

2) The fuzzy adaptive observer proposed can simultaneously
obtain the estimation of the system state, actuator fault,
and flexible vibration, while real time measutements of
the dynamic behaviour of flexible appendages are not
required.

3) Based on the proposed fuzzy observer and sliding mode
control theory, the proposed fuzzy adaptive fault toler-
ant controller provides higher control precision and better
energy-saving performance with insensitive to external dis-
turbances and flexible vibrations, fault tolerant to actuator
faults.

This paper is otganised as follows. The dynamic model
for flexible spacecraft attitude system with actuator faults is
established in Section 2. Section 3 shows a T-S fuzzy fault
estimation strategy to achieve online estimation of actuator
faults and flexible vibrations. A fuzzy adaptive fault tolerant

The Body Frame

YB

X B The Flexible Spacecraft

Y,
X, \

The Inertial Frame

The Orbit
The Earth

FIGURE 1 The flexible spacecraft in orbit

control strategy is design in Section 4. Section 5 provides the
simulation results, including comparisons with some methods
from the literature. In Section 6, conclusions of this paper is

given.

2 | PROBLEM FORMULATION

The following notations are used. For a matrix .4, AT denotes
its transpose form; (A), denotes the form A+.A7; AT
is the Moore—Penrose inverse matrix; For a square matrix
A, A” is the inverse matrix. * is used for blocks induced
by symmetry; diag(-) denotes the block diagonal matrix; /
denotes the identity mattix with approptiate dimension; || - || »
represents the p-norm in the Euclidean space; A, (*) repre-
sents the minimum eigenvalue of a matrix. For conciseness,
the form x is equivalent to the form x(#). »* is the cross

product operator for w’ =[w; w, ;] € R described

by
0 w3 %)
WX = wy 0 —m (1)
W w1 0
2.1 | Flexible spacecraft attitude error
dynamics

Figure 1 shows the flexible spacecraft in orbit. The origin of
the body frame Op is defined on the spacecraft centroid. The
origin of the inertial frame Oy is located in the centre of the
earth.

Considering the actuator configuration misalignment, the
flexible spacecraft attitude system can be described as follows
5, 36]:

Ji = —w*(Jw+677) =85 + [T+ ADu+ u,,

i . ) @
= -Gy — Kyn —da,
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where Equation (2) represents the dynamics subsystem that
describes the motion of the flexible spacecraft rigid body, the
vibration of the flexible appendages, and the coupling between
them. The kinematics subsystem (3) is described by the unit
quaternion g = [y 4,7] € R™!, where ¢ satisfies the con-
straint [|l¢||, = 1 and represents the attitude orientation of the
spacecraft in the body frame Op with respect to the inertial
frame Oy. / € R¥ is the inertia matrix of spacecraft. @’ =
[0, @, @]E€ R is the angular velocity of spacecraft,
expressed in O relative to Op. T' € R denotes the distribu-
tion matrix of actuator and AT' € R denotes the unknown
perturbation matrix caused by actuator configuration misalign-
ment, where 7, is the number of actuators. » € R”*¥! denotes
the expected control input. #; € R¥>! denotes the external dis-
turbance, such as the air drag, solar radiation pressure, and
gravity gradient moment. 7) denotes the generalised flexible dis-
placements that represent the vibration modes. & denotes the
coupling matrix between rigid body and flexible appendages.
G, = diag{2£,,} and K = diag{w’ }(i = 1,2,...,n,) are the
damping and stiffness matrices, respectively. Where &; and w,,;
represent the /th damping ratio and modal natural frequency,
respectively; 7, is the number of modal frequencies to be taken
into account.

In order to address control issues of attitude tracking and
holding for a flexible spacecraft, the attitude tracking error
g, = (.0 an, ) € R™! s defined to describe the relative orienta-
tion between Op and the desired frame O,. Giving the desired
spacecraft attitude ¢, = (9,0, q;;) € R*™!, 4, can be computed

by
T
geo | _ 95,9» 1 44090 @
Gev q4409» — q:;,q[, ~ 990

where ||¢,||, = 1 and ||q,z||2 =1

Il
The angular velocity tracking error @, € R*¥! is defined as:

W, =w— ®qw,,,
. - “ ©)
Gt/ = (qeO ~ G qev)[3 + quf/qeu - 27?0%1»’

where @, denotes desired attitude angular velocity, ©, denotes
the rotation matrix with G)q = —w?<®q.

On the basis of above tracking errors, some controllers can
be designed to achieve the attitude pointing stability and track-
ing control, such as classical proportional-integral-derivative
control, sliding mode control [4, 6, 21], and adaptive control
[37].

Apart from the above, two important problems on flexible
spacecraft deserving more attention are actuator faults f(7) €

R”%X1 and input saturation that the control input is constrained

in a compact set, ie. 0 < ||#|l; < #y,c. Then, the dynamics

ax:*
subsystem (2) can be rewtitten as:

== (/=878) wJw+(J=5678) T(u+ s)
+(=0678) " dw), ©)

d=AT(u+ f)+u,+ 8" (G + Kyn) — %874,

7 0 7 /] =
Lo | = A oslee D
7+ 8w -K, —Cy||n+dw ;0
The lumped disturbance 4(#) comprises two components:
1) dy(t) = AT'(u+ f) + u; caused by external disturbances
and actuator configuration misalighment; 2) Vibration dis-
turbance 7 () = 87 (G1j + Km) — w87 1) caused by flexible
appendages.

Remark 1. The actuator fault f(#) and lumped disturbance 4 (¢)

share the same control input mattix (/ — 6 T5)_1 in Equation
(6). Obviously, the large disturbance will degenerate the accu-
racy of fault estimation. Thus, how to estimate the actuator
fault with high performance under strong disturbance is a dif-
ficulty and challenge, which is also one of the main works of
this paper. Note that flexible appendages of spacecraft are made
of advanced materials and the damping and stiffness matri-
ces are known. The external disturbance torque undergone by
the spacecraft is a relatively small quantity for a long time [21,
38]. Benefiting from modern mature installation technology and
high-precision measurement tools, the configuration misalign-
ment is a small quantity. Based on Equations (6) and (7), there
is an effective solution to overcome this problem by estimating
vibration disturbances and actuator faults at the same time.

2.2 | T-S fuzzy model transformation
The dynamics subsystem (6) and (7) can be reconstructed into a
T-S fuzzy system by the following IF-THEN rules.

Model rule z: IF 24 (#) is M] and ... and £,(#) is M, THEN

-

5(t) = Ape(t) + BT (u(t) + f(2)) + Bidy + Dydy,

y(2) = Cix(t),
3 ®)
() = Ap; @) + Byym(2),

W(f) =A42jm'(l) +B(/21‘i/t2(f), = 1,2, I S

where

A=—(J=5878) w,B=(/-0678) .G =1,

Dy=(/-8"6) [67K, &'C,—wd"],
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1) 7+ dw

A O g "5 2l
a2 = & - B = | _g|» B = Cn‘s' )

/() =1,2,..., p) are measurable premise variables and p

t
Api=1Lm) = o), d, = ln.()],W(f): l 7 ],

is its quantity; M /’ is the fuzzy set and r is the number of model
rules; x(#) is the system state with x(#) = w(#); y(¢) is the mea-
surement output. In this paper, the state vector x(#) is set as the
premise variable z(#). Then, there are common matrices B; = B,
Ci=C, Ay = Ag, Agoi = Ao, Byj = Byr, and Byp; = By,

The defuzzification process of the model (8) can be
represented as:

-

()= 2 hR{AXC) + BL(u() + £(2))
=1

X Bdy (r) + Dydy (1)},
) (10)
() = Cx(2),

dy(t) = An@ () + Byjm(2),

w(t) =Apw@ () + Bpmw(t),

I_, Mz )
) X 12, M)
Z;:] hi(z@#) = 1.

where 4;(z(2)) = with 0 < M;(z;() < 1 and

Remark 2.
dynamic subsystem can be transmitted to the kinematic subsys-

In practice, the actuator faults existing in the

tem through the closed-loop spacecraft attitude control system.
However, according to observer design theory, we here only
need the dynamic subsystem to realise the estimation of actua-
tor fault. Thus, only attitude angular velocity @ (#) is the premise
variable of T-S fuzzy model proposed, which greatly reduces
the number of model rules and the complexity of the T-S
fuzzy system.

Based on the above model, some rational assumptions are
given to assist the main results.

Assumption 1. The external disturbance #,(#) and actuator
fault f(#) ate bounded with properties that [|#,(#)|| < x,; and
I/ &)l < %, where both the upper bound x; > 0 and x; > 0
exist but are unknown.

Assumption 2. The flexible vibration mode 7 and its deriva-
tives 7j and 7, are bounded with properties that [|7]| < %,
1771l < 751, 1771l < %0, where %, 7 = 0, 1, 2 are unknown.

Assumption 3. Both the attitude ¢(#) and the angular velocity
(#) own bounded first-order derivatives.

Assumption 1 is a general constraint and has been widely
considered in literature [7, 16, 31, 32, 35], which is reasonable in

engineering application owing to physical limitations. Assump-
tion 2 is feasible in practical situation due to the damping in
flexible structures [5, 16, 35]. Assumption 3 is natural and realis-
tic because signals ¢(7), g(¢), w(¢), and @ (¢) are energy-bounded
in practical systems [106, 31, 32].

Before the main results, some necessaty lemmas are intro-
duced as follows.

Lemma 1 [15]. For system G @ (A;, B, C;, D;), the Hyy perfor-
mance with an attenuation level y > O will be guaranteed if there exist a
Symmetric positive definite matrix P such that:

(P, PB
s -y’ D!'|<o0. (11)

* * —/

Lemma 2 [39]. Given symmetric positive definite matrix P, then

T
e e
P ¢ 01|¥

holds for any & # 0 and  satisfyingp” < ETCT CE if and only if

there exists a scalar 0 > 0, such that

% —o1 1

(PA)+0C’C PB
<0
Lemma 3 [40]. The eigenvalues of a given matrix A belong to the
circular region O(P, €) with centre @ + jO and radius € if and only if
there exists a symmetric positive definite matrix P such that the following
condition holds
—-P PA-¢/
l ( ¢ )] <0. (14)

* —e?p

3 | FAULT ESTIMATION STRATEGY
DESIGN

This section mainly introduces the design of the proposed fuzzy
adaptive fault estimation observer (FAFEQO), including the suf-
ficient existence condition given in linear matrix inequality

(LMI) and feasibility proof.

3.1 | Fuzzy adaptive observer

Firstly, the following error vectors are defined as:

e O)=20)=2F), Z=2x,frd, T, (15)
where Z(7) is the online estimation of vector Z(2). e, (),
¢,(t), e5(t), and ¢;(¢) denote the state estimation errot, residual
errot, fault estimation error, and disturbance estimation error,
respectively. ey (#) denotes the estimation error of @ ().
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For the T-S fuzzy system (10), the FAFEO is given as:

-
r

)= ) hi{A%@) + BU(u@) + J@))

=1
P, R (16)
+Dyds () + K (y(t) —3(8)) }»

J@) =Cx0),

\

where the fuzzy adaptive laws are designed as:

( ]Ai(f) = Proj [lPZ'O’,)A/)], i=1,2,..,m,

0, i 1) 2 frae Pi000) >0,
=10, if 1) < frins ¥:009) <0,

Y;(y,5), otherwise,

390.5) = Y {0 =5 + 615G -5, (17)
i=1
() = Anw @) + Bum @), O, € s

&) = D hR{AREE) + Bpn@)
=1

+ G0 =) + 0,G( =)}

\

where K, I4;, and Gj; ate the gain matrices with appropri-
ate dimensions to be designed. The gain matrix /%5, G, and
adjustable scalars 0, 0, are chosen by the designer. d,,,, denotes
the allowable maximum value of (7). fmax and fi, denote the
maximum and minimum allowable values of ;(#), respectively.

Subtracting system (16) from Equation (10), the dynamic
error equation is obtained by

-

bt) = ) hi(R) { (4 = KC) e (¢9) + BT e, ¢)
=1

+Dye,(t) + Bdy (1) }

b, (t) =Ce, (1),
0! =Z, hi(R){ ) = F,Ce.(t) — 61 FCe ()}, (18)
() =An e (),

oo (1) = D, 1) { At (1) — GG 0)

=1

_QZGZCéx(f)} )

With the augmented variable &/ (7) = [6,»7«‘

fuzzy system (18) can be rewtitten as:

e}' e;], the

W)=Y h{I (A, - KO + M1 B0}, (19)
i=1

where

[ 7 0 0 A, BT Dy,

m=|lepc 1 oA =lo o o]
6,G,C 0 I 0 0 Ay
K

_z= Fl/ ’C: [C 0 O],
Gli
(5 0

] 4

B =0 rlan=|""]. 20)
- 7o)

Note that M is nonsingular irrespective of the terms 6, F5C
and 6,G,C.

Performing Laplace transformation on the augmented
dynamic error system (19), the estimation error can be derived
from

() = Gz (94,3,

Ga® = Y h@{ [ - 07 1= K| By
=1

where the transfer function G;;(5) is a multivariable function
of {K, M}. Clearly, 2(¢) is not only related to f(#) and (¢),
but also related to #(¢) and f(#) caused by actuator configura-
tion misalignment. In order to attenuate the influence of above
disturbances on estimation, the /,, optimisation is introduced
into the design of FAFEO.

Remark 3. From Equation (17), the online fault estimator can
be derived as:

NOEDWIE) {Fu / Ce (D)dT + 6, FCe,(7)
=1 f

- 91F2C€x(fo)} , (22)

whete #, denotes a certain moment before the fault occut-
rence. It is obvious that the presented fault estimator 7(7) is a
proportional—integral (PI) function of e,.(#), where only the cur-
rent measurement output are required. Similarly, we can obtain
the same conclusion on the online disturbance estimator.
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3.2 | Observer-based fault estimation design

Theorem 1. For systems (10) and (16), let an Hy, performance index
y1 > 0, and a circular pole constraint region O(@y, &) for M I
KC) be given. For prescribed scalars 0y , 0, , and matrices F5 , G , if
there exist matrices Yy; , Q > 0 satisfying

l(MTQA,- —MYC) + 1 MTQB”,]
: Sl <o @
* -y
l_,Q —$OM + 0A; — Yuél <0
* —e201" Qi ’ 24

i=1,2,..,7,

then the augmented system (19) is asymptotically stable and satisfies
|Gz )l < ¥1 - The gain matrices of the fuz3y adaptive observer are

computed by K, = Q7'Y7; .
Progf. Define the Lyapunov candidate as:
V@) = & (O Qe (25)

For an symmetric positive definite matrix (), the matrix
M QM is also symmetric positive definite. Clearly, 1(#) is
positive definite.
Firstly, the stability of the system (19) with 4,(z) =0 is

proved. The time derivative of Equation (25) is

. T - - - .

Vo) =¢ ()M OMe@) + e ()M QM)

¢ T
= Y b ), - KC) M M Qi)

=1

+ Y bR @M QM (A, - KC)e(r)
=1

= Zo{F o o(-&0)) a0} e

It can be readily found that I{(#) < 0 is equivalent to
(i 0(A4;, - KC)), <0. 27

Based on Lyapunov stability theorem, the system (19) is
asymptotically stable as the inequality (27) is satisfied.

Then, when d,(#) # 0, it is proved that Equation (19) has H,
performance index [40, 41]

[Ga®l <7i- (28)

According to Lemma 1, the system (19) possess /1, perfor-
mance with an attenuation level ¥y if the following condition

holds:
(" o(A, - KC)) +1 M 0B,

< 0. 29
* —yf] @9)

Obviously, Equation (29) holds, implying that inequality (27)
also holds. Finally, we have the condition (23) results from
Equation (29) by defining ¥; = PK; and Schur complement.

Now, the convergence of ¢(?) is proved. According to Lemma
2 and assuming that o = 1, for Equation (29), when

& )o@y 2 vid ), 0), (30)

it can guarantee that

’
. e
o) = X b M
= ' (31)
(" o(A,-KC)), M OB |7 <0
s 0 d, ’
and thereis 7" > 0, for any # > 4 + 7 such that
lFOl, < vill 4Ol (32)

which indicates the dynamic error system (19) is asymptotically
stable and estimate error ¢(#) is ultimately uniformly bounded.

For the condition (24), by Lemma 2, there is a symmetric
positive definite matrix /7 QM such that

¢ l_MTQM —p M OM + MT (A - LC) .
— <0,
* —el M7 QM
(33)
from which it follows that the eigenvalues of M~ (A4, — K.C)
belong to the given citcular region O(¢,€(). Then we can
obtain Equation (24) via Y}; = QK and M¢MT with M =
diag(M~", I). This completes the proof. |

Remark 4. Reviewing the existing approaches [40, 41], H,
optimisation and regional pole placement are effective methods
in coping with disturbance and tuning the transient response,
respectively. Here, Hy, design and regional pole placement
are combined to assist in the design of adaptive observer
and improve the fault estimation performance, which are also
applied to the controller design.

4 | FAULT TOLERANT CONTROL
STRATEGY DESIGN

In this section, based on the fuzzy adaptive observer, a fuzzy
adaptive sliding mode control strategy is developed. The con-
trol algorithm is divided into two steps: 1) The T-S fuzzy model
of attitude control system is reconstructed; 2) A fuzzy adaptive
sliding mode controller is developed to deal with the prob-
lem of attitude tracking and holding under actuator faults and
input saturation.
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4.1 | Attitude control system

From Equations (2)—(5), the attitude error dynamics system of
flexible spacecraft can be derived as:

. 1
Ger = 5(%01 + q;;)we’

: 34
. _ _ 2T
g0 = an’we’
G, =—(/—678) o, + (/—6"8) (T(u+ /) +d)
— [(/_5T5)_1cu><]—cuz<]®qcod—®qd)[z, 35)

Define a new control error variable s = w, + 8¢,,, 8 > 0.
Then, the new attitude control system can be obtain as follows:

i=—(/=0678) @i+ (J=0678) T(u+ s)

1 66
+ (]— 5’[5)_ d + g(s),

where

1 -1
(g(;) = 55(%0[ + %Xz»)we + (] - 5T5) wxfﬁ%z -
-1
(] —676) @] —w)]0,0, — 0,0,
Based on T-S fuzzy modelling approach, the system (36) can
be reconstructed as

i) = Y hRAAE) + g + BU(ut) + 1)

=1

+ Bd, (t) + Dydy(t) }- (37)

The same fuzzy rules as in the Section 2.2 are used, and the
matrices 4;, B, D,; is consistent with that in Equation (10). The
complex nonlinear term g(s) is introduced into the fuzzy model
(37). It retains some nonlinear characteristics of the nonlinear
model (30), which increases the accuracy of T—S model pro-
posed. On the other hand, it can reduce the number of fuzzy
rules, which results in less amount of calculation. It should be
noted that, the term g(s) can be obtain in real time from known
information, which contributes to the achievement of feedback
linearisation.

Remark 5. The nonlinear term g(s) is bounded.

el = |38t + @)+ (7 - 678) "8,

_[(J _ 5T5)_1w>(] _ w?]@[]a)d — @,]de

+ H (/- 5678) " w*/Bq,

1
< Hzﬁ(%o["' q;)we

+H [(j— 5T5)_1co><]— cof](aqcod

+[oed

1 .
< Eﬁllwell + aB|ga|| + ellwgll + llogll, (38)

where ||g,0/ + 5|l =1, ¢, >0 and ¢ > 0 are bounded con-
stants. All variables including w,, ¢,,, @, @4, and 8 are bounded,
the term g(s) is bounded consequently.

Remark 6. The comparison of T=S fuzzy model for flexible
spacecraft attitude system. In refs. [5, 21, 22], the attitude and
angular velocity are selected as premise variables, and conse-
quently, the design of corresponding fuzzy rules is complex.
It is worth mentioning that, in this paper, only three premise
variables are needed to approximate the nonlinear model. More-
over, the T-S fuzzy model proposed has higher fitting accuracy
and larger continuous definition domain owing to multiple rules
are fired at the same time.

4.2 |
design

Fuzzy adaptive sliding mode controller

A linear sliding surface, also recognised as error variable above
mentioned, is defined as follows:

s=w,+ Bq,. (39)

For the sake of ensuring the reachability of the assigned slid-
ing surface, a T-S fuzzy adaptive sliding mode controller is
introduced as follows:

(1) = sy () + #,:(2),

ng®) = Y b= T =T+ B~ Dydy =T B g(s)},

=1

, (40)

o) = Y hRKD,
=1

J

K
Ztm(f) == —F+O'1X - F+O'2_,
{ lls1l,

Bl < _
T T @I 0) + i)+ B Dyey )
min =1

oy > 0. According to Assumptions 1 and 2, and adaptive laws
(17), the gain 05 > 0 has a lower bound which can be calculated
from the bounded signals 4, (¢), ¢/(?), and ¢,(?). u,,(¢) denotes
the equivalent control component and is chosen to ensure
that s =0 for all time. #,(#) denotes the variable structure

whete gy >

component, which is to be chosen to ensure that the sliding
surface s = 0 is attractive and can be reached in finite time. The
virtual controller »#(#) is designed by state feedback control and
K! is the controller gain to be designed.

Theorem 2. For the flexible spacecraft attitude control T=S fuzzy system
(37) and 1-S fuzzgy adaptive sliding mode controller (40), let an Hy,
performance index Y > 0, the initial state s(0) upper bound ||s(0)]], <
W and a circnlar pole constraint region O(¢y, €5) for A; + BTK! be
geven. For prescribed scalar ¢ > 0, if there exist matrices Y, X > 0
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satisfying -
=y /yl-(z){A,-; + B<Fp o= I“ + Fef(z‘)>
(A;X + BIYy) B, X i=1 Sl
2
* =yl 0 |<0, (41)
. . _7 + Bd\(t) + Dyje,(2) o (48)
-X AX+ BUY,, — ¢, X
l 2= ¢ <0, (42) By substituting Equation (48) into the sliding condition, we have
* —£X
_ 2 . i .
X+ ul <0, @) ;= Y bR {A,-; +B <Fv — o5 — azﬁ + Fef-(z‘)>
i=1 s, -
_ T
T g s, (44) +Bd; + Dzz%z(f)} (49)
* —gz]

where B; =[BT D,;  B|. Then the fuzzy system (37) is global
asymptotically stable, which implies lim,_, o5 = 0, lim;_ @, = 0,
lim;_, 00 q., = 0. The virtual controller v(t) with the Hyy performance
indexy, satisfies ||0(t)|, < §. The gain matrices of the virtual controller
are computed by K = X7y,

Proof. Firstly, the stability of sliding mode is proved. According
to the sliding mode theory, once the state trajectory s(¢) reaching
and sliding conditions are satisfied, the system is finally driven
to stay in the sliding mode:

§= w€ + ﬁq{!b’ = O' (45)

Select the Lyapunov function as:

T 2
T/i = Gever + (1 - qeO) = 2(1 - qeO)' (46)
Cleatly, the time derivative of the Lyapunov function 1] is
= =240 = ¢ ©. = —Bgisgu < 0. (47)

For 17 =0 only if ¢, =0, the equilibrium state ¢,, =0 is
global asymptotic stability. According to Equation (45), we
have lim,_, q,, = 0, lim,_, @, = 0. Consequently, based on
the sliding surface (39), the stability of the system in the sliding
surface is guaranteed.

Then, the reaching of the sliding vector s(#) is proved. The
time derivative of the sliding surface (39) is

F= Z i) {Ass + 2(5) + BL(u(t) + (1))

=1

=Y hE® {Azf +4(5) + BF<Z /?_/(@{v -7
=1 J=1

—T*B™Dy,d — T+ B 4(s) — Ty — F+azﬁ }
, B

+ f) + Bd, + Dzl-dz}

.

=) lyl-(zj){xT(A[+BI‘KZ)s—xTBa1x—sTBUZﬁ
K

=1 2

+ s B(Te,(t) + dy + B~ Dyey(t)) }

< Y b {=5"Bors = |57 || Aia B) 0

=1

#1081 [Tes ) + 1) + B Daes )] }
<= )" Boys. (49)
=1

where K/ in controller () is designed such that the matrix
A; + BTK is Hurwitz. Thus, 57 (A; + BTK)s(f) < Apae (A; +
BTK)|1s()])? < 0 can be guaranteed.

Then, the design of K is given. From Equation (48), we
have

i= ) h){(A +BTK!)s+ B,d (1)}, (50)
=1
) er(?)
where d.(¢) = | 0] ]

—oys =05/ lsll2 + 4 (2)
Select a Lyapunov function as:

V30 = 5" () B@). (1)
The time derivative of the Lyapunov function (51) is
U5() =51 (OB @) + sT (1) P3(z)

=) /yj(z){;T(P(A,- +BUK!)) s+ 2;/[78[{1%},
i=1 ‘

. (52)
Clearly, the condition that the mattix .4; + BI'K is Hurwitz is
equivalent to

(P(A;+ BTK!))  <0. (53)
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According to Lemma 2, the system (40) possess Hy, petfor- Cleatly, the inequality (61) holds, if
mance with an attenuation level ¥, if the following condition
holds: d T
Dbt (KD) Kl =5 A <, 62)
i=1

(P(A4;+BTK)), PB; 1
0|<o. (54)

* * —/

* —y%l

The eigenvalues of 4; + BTK! belong to the given circular
region O(¢,, &,) if the following condition holds:

—P P(A;+ BTK! — ¢,1)

< 0. 55
* —&P )

Define X = P~! > 0. Pre- and post-multiplying Equation (54)
by diag(X, /7, /) and its transpose matrix, and Pre- and post-
multiplying Equation (55) by diag(X,.X) and its transpose
matrix, we have

((4,+BTK)X) B, X

S
s —-y;1 0 |<0, (56)
* * -/

l—X (A; + BUK! — ¢2[)X] o -

* —EgX
The conditions (41) and (42) are obtained by Y5, = K'.X.

Next, the constraint |[2(#)||, < ¢ is proved. Assuming that
sT(0)B(0) < 1, by Schur complement, we have

1 50
P > 0. (58)

According to [|5(0)]|, < p and Equation (58), we assume that
W< X. (59)
From the stability analysis above, for any 7 > 0 such that
ST By < sT0)P(0) < 1. (60)

The condition ||»(#)||, < ¢ leads to

Il

1 A T NI .
SEZZ/@./@{(K;;) 1<;;+(1<{f> K/J} (61)

T
which is equivalent to (K!) K/ — ¢?P < 0. Finally, the condi-
tion (44) can be obtained by invoking Schur complement and
Y,; = K'X on the following inequality:

T . T
X{ (&) K - gzP}X = X(K) KX -X¢®<0. (63)
This completes the proof. O

Remark 7.
regional pole placement to assist the state feedback control

In this paper, we combine H,, design with

»(#) and improve the control performance. In addition, adap-
tive observer and feedforward compensation design are used
to compensate strong disturbances and actuator faults. An H,
method is adopted to attenuate the influence of disturbances
and faults which are not fully compensated.

In engineering application, the chattering phenomenon usu-
ally exists in the sliding mode control due to the sign function
sgn(s) = s/||s|| in the variable structure controller. According to
refs. [7, 21, 31], the sign function can be replaced by a saturation
function or saturation-like function so to attenuate the chatter-
ing of the controller. Thus, using the continuous saturation-like
function s/(||s|| + &%), the variable structure controller #,,(#) in
Equation (40) is modified as follows:

u,(t) = -Itos—Tto, (64)

,’
llsll, + o,

where U; > 0 is a small parameter to be designed.

5 | NUMERICAL SIMULATION

In this section, simulation results on a flexible spacecraft are
provided to show the feasibility and benefits of the proposed
strategy. The numerical simulation including three parts: 1) T—
S fuzzy model; 2) actuator fault estimation; 3) fault tolerant
control. The T-S fuzzy model of flexible spacecraft attitude sys-
tem proposed in refs. [5, 21, 22], the fault estimation observer
proposed in ref. [10], and the fault tolerant control strategy
proposed in refs. [21, 35] are considered for comparison. More-

over, the energy function £ = fOT ||ﬂ(z‘)||§dz‘ is introduced to
quantitatively characterise the energy-cost of controller [10—12].

Considering that the vibrations of flexible appendages ate
mainly determined by low-frequency modes, the first four-
order nature frequencies are adopted in the simulation. The
nature frequencies of the flexible appendages are set as w,; =
1.5362 rad /s, w,, = 2.2076 rad/s, w,5 = 3.7466 rad /s, w,4 =
3.7466 rad/s. The corresponding damping ratios are §,; =
0.0056, ¢, = 0.0086, ¢ 3 = 0.013, ¢, = 0.013.
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In this papet, the actuator distribution matrix is setas I' = 7.
The inertia matrix, coupling matrix, external disturbance, and
perturbation matrix are given as follows [21, 31]:

350 3 4
Jo=|3 270 10 |kg-m?
4 10 190
6.45637 127814  2.15629
—-1.25819 091756  —1.67264
0= kg'/? - m/s%,
1.11687  2.48901  0.83674
1.23637  —2.65810 —1.12530

— 3+ 4cos(0.27w¢) — cos(0.47¢)

uy(t) = | 4+ 3sin(0.27r7) — 2 cos(0.477)  [107*N - m,
— 3+ 4sin(0.27¢) — 3sin(0.477)
0 Aay cos Aby  Aaz cos Aby
AT =| Aay cos Aby 0 Aaz cos Abs |,
Aay cos Aby  Aay cos Ab, 0

Aa = (0.2,0.1,0.1) deg, Ab = (0.15,0.1,0.1) deg.

Generally, three scenarios of actuator faults are considered:
fault-free (healthy), intermittent fault, and time varying fault.
Here are three channels defined as:

A= {0.50 —40)"7sin(02¢ — 40)N - m, 405 <7,
() =

ON - m, others,
IN - m, 40s <+ <70s,
@) =915N-m, 100s <¢, (66)
ON - m, others,
/() = 0N - m.

In this example, according to the general working sit-
uation of the flexible spacecraft, the operating regions of
premise variables are set as w;(*) € [=0.7 0.7)rad/s , j =
1,2,3. Based on ecight operating points [42], which are
(0.7,0.7,0.7), (0.7,0.7,—0.7), (0.7,-0.7,0.7), (0.7,=0.7,
-0.7), (=0.7,0.7,0.7), (=0.7,0.7,-0.7), (=0.7,-0.7,0.7),
(—=0.7,—-0.7, —0.7), the membership functions of T-S fuzzy sets
M// (7=1,2,...,8,j = 1,2, 3) are illustrated in Figure 2. The T—
S fuzzy model of the flexible spacecraft is expressed as follows:

Model rule 1: IF w(#) is [0.7 0.7 0.7], THEN
5(t) = Ayx(t) + B(T(u+ f) + dy) + Dyydy,

5(6) = Ays(t) + g6) + B(T(#+ f) + dy) + Dy

M:‘ZS‘J 1

-0.7 0 0.7

FIGURE 2 Membership functions

Model rule 8: IF w(#) is [-0.7 —0.7 —0.7], THEN
s(t) = Agx(t) + B(D(u+ f) + dy) + Dygdy,
5(1) = Ags(t) + g6) + B(T (2 + f) + d)) + Dygd.

Remark 8. In this paper, T-S fuzzy models (10) and (37) adopt
the same set of fuzzy rules, and share the state matrix and con-
trol input matrix. In this numerical simulation, the design of
fault estimation observer and fault tolerant controller are based
on fuzzy models, and the flexible spacecraft attitude system
expresses in nonlinear system.

5.1 | T-S fuzzy model

The effectiveness of the proposed T-S fuzzy model (37) is
demonstrated on a feedback control loop (see Equation (69)).
The T-S fuzzy model in ref. [5], which is also adopted in refs.
[21, 22], is considered as comparison. Considering a general
situation, the initial flexible spacecraft attitude states are cho-
sen by ¢! (0) = (0.1,-0.1,0.1), @’ (0) = (0.02,—0.03,0.01),
7(0) = O4x1, 7(0) = O4;. The desired states are given by q{i =
(0.3,0.2,—0.4), w; = 03x1. As shown in Figure 3, the proposed
T-S fuzzy model (37) has good approximation performance on
the actual nonlinear model (36). However, the T—S fuzzy model
proposed in ref. [5] deviates from the actual model (36), where
the number of fuzzy rules fired to approximate the actual model
is less.

5.2 | Actuator fault estimation

The gain matrices /5, G, and adjustable parameters 8, 8, are
selected as:

2.0 0 1 0100 10
B=[* 1 o|,g/=[0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1],

* %1 0 100100
6,= 20,6, = 20. (68)

We set regional pole constraint as O(—10, 10), the feasibil-
ity radius of LMIs in Theorem 1 as 1 X 107, and )/% <0.1,
which are conducive to avert the singularity of gain matrix
K and enhance the numerical stability. The designed parame-
ters for proposed observer (10) are provided in Appendix (1).
The simulation analysis is performed for two manoeuver
process, which is shown in Table 1. The initial flexible space-
craft attitude states are chosen by ¢/ (0) = (0.3,0.2,—0.4),
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TABLE 1 Manoeuver sequence of flexible spacecraft

Fault Manoeuver
Time (s) events events
0-40 No Yes
40-80 Yes No
80-200 Yes Yes

w’ (0) = (0.02,—0.03,0.01), 9(0) = Osn;, H(0) = Oysey. The
desired states are set as w; = O3y, qZ,; = (0.3,0.2,—0.4) at
0-80 s, and w, = 0347, da” = (0.2,—0.1,—0.1) at 80-200 s.
Moreover, the actuator faults with different amplitude are
applied to analyse the performance of the method proposed.
The weak faults are defined as 0.2f;(¢),7 = 1,2,3 and the
condition is only used here.

FIGURE 5 The estimation of vibration disturbances

Figure 4 illustrates the vibration mode of the flexible
appendages under the proposed control strategy. As shown in
Figure 5, the proposed observer is able to estimate the vibration
disturbances caused by flexible appendages during spacecraft
manoeuver. Cleatly, the estimation of vibration disturbances
is robust to actuator faults and attitude manoeuver. The esti-
mation and estimated error of angular velocity are drawn in
Figure 6. It should be pointed that all the estimated values also
show the fluctuation with fault characteristics as actuator faults
occut, especially for the time-varying fault. The estimation error
convergence bound is |e,. ()|, < 4 X 107’ rad/s in 15 s, and

increases to |le.(1)|l, <3 X 107° rad/s as the actuator faults
occurs. Moreover, Figure 7 depicts the comparison of simula-
tion results under the intermittent fault and time-varying fault,
respectively. The week faults are also considered in Figure 8.
Obviously, the proposed observer can estimate both the sys-
tem states and actuator faults simultaneously, and all estimation
errors asymptotically converge to a small bounded interval.
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6 5.3 | Fault tolerant control
a ul
: ‘| R .
44 I 214 Three fault tolerant control methods are considered to draw
| — = =Us . . . .
; I s comparisons. The control input saturation is set as ||#||, <
20 }: 1 #pae = SN - m. Note that the variable s, as mentioned in
COl }:fﬂrhf formula (36) eatlier, is defined as s = w, + B¢,
é () }‘L\.Nw,-x»;l-w-ﬂ\«'mm\\;&A} \ L‘;’;’;J\\-«Ar///r»r\—\\»«»»\Nv N
= Wi }i"\If i (a) Based on the feedforward compensation including non-
- [ e Sy linear term g(s) and estimations 7(z), dy(¢), the classical
-2 [ £ 2
:,‘ proportional-derivative (PD) control can be designed as:
H
4T I 1 _ 5 + 70 +
| u(t) = —kyqo = k@, = f(#) = BT Doy (1) = B™g(s),
. | | | ©9)
0 50 100 150 200 where £, =20 and £, = 60 are proportional term and
Time (s) derivative term, respectively.
(b) According to ref. [21], the adaptive integral sliding mode
FIGURE 9 Time trajectory of control input torque control (AISMC) can be designed as:

Compared with the iterative learning observer (ILO) based on
nonlinear system (N-S) in ref. [10], the proposed method have
lower fault estimation errors and higher estimation accuracy,
especially for weak faults.
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of attitude tracking errors

y(;):;—/ D bR (A; + BK! )sdt, d,,(2) = 1Sl
0 ;=
1 %))

where Equation (71) denotes the integral sliding sut-
face; B =2, 0 = 0.002, and ¢’ = 0.01. d,,(#) denotes the
estimation of the upper bound d,, > ||4(#) ||, of lumped dis-
turbance 4(#). K/ is computed by Theorem 1 in ref. [21].
It is noted that, as applied in literature [11-13, 16], actu-
ator faults and disturbances are considered as a lumped
disturbance.

() In ref. [35], a nonsingular fast fixed-time terminal slid-
ing surface and a robust adaptive fixed-time sliding mode
control (RAFTSMC) scheme are considered. The designed
parameters of the controller in ref. [35] are provided as fol-
lows: & =k, =02, , =88, , =-252, ¢ =0.01, n =
1.2, r, = 0.6, = 1.5, , = 0.6, k1 = 0.4, x, = 20, k3 =

0.5, Ky = 8, Y1 = 1,)/2 = 10, Y3 = 10,5 = OOl,gl =0 =
1,p1 =p2 =0.1.

Based on above simulation situation in fault estimation,
we obtain the simulation results of attitude tracking control
and comparisons. The designed parameters for proposed con-
troller (40) are provided in Appendix (2). Figure 9 depicts
the time trajectory of control input torque, where the signal
is always constrained within the allowable maximum magni-
tude. Figures 10 and 11 show the comparison of simulation
results under the intermittent fault and time varying fault,
including attitude tracking errors and angular velocity track-
ing errors. It can be seen, all control methods can achieve
attitude stability under actuator faults, and the effect of time
varying fault on steady-state error is relatively greater. As dis-
played in Figures 10(d) and 11(d), the tracking errors of angular
velocity and attitude quaternion obtained by all controllers con-
verge to a small neighbourhood of zero in the end. Differently,
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controller energy cost

compared with PD-based method and AISMC scheme, the
fault tolerant control algorithm proposed has better perfor-
mance in terms of convergence rate and steady-state errof.
The RAFTSMC has the fastest convergence performance and
the proposed control scheme gets supetior steady-state errors.
According to energy function mentioned above, the compari-
son of energy utilisation is drawn in Figure 12. It is obvious
that the energy-cost by AISMC and RAFTSMC is relatively
high, and the energy consumption gap comes from the initial
stage of spacecraft manoeuver. Due to regional pole place-
ment and saturation virtual controller »(#), the control input
given by proposed control strategy is not too radical when
the control error signal is large. Therefore, the spacecraft
obtain less fluctuation of control input torque which results
in better energy-saving performance. It is worth noting that
although PD-based method can achieve low energy consump-
tion, it leads to larger steady-state error and slower convergence
rate.

Overall, the above analysis results of three parts have
sufficiently verified the effectiveness and advantages of the
developed strategy.

6 | CONCLUSION

In this paper, based on T-S fuzzy models, we presented an
observer-based anti-disturbance adaptive sliding mode control
scheme to solve fault estimation and fault tolerant control
problem of a flexible spacecraft subject to unknown actuator
faults, external disturbances, configuration misalignment, and
input saturation. The T-S fuzzy model was taken to express
the nonlinear dynamics of flexible spacecraft attitude system.
The estimation of actuator fault and flexible vibration is com-
pleted by a fuzzy adaptive observer proposed. Moreover, based
on the adaptive observer and sliding mode control theory,
a fuzzy adaptive fault tolerant controller was developed to
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ensure the reachability of the sliding surface and the stabili-
sation of the system. The sufficient stability conditions were
given in the terms of linear matrix inequality, which can be
easily calculated and has high numerical stability. Furthermore,
the Hy, optimisation was adopted to attenuate the effect of
disturbances. Regional pole placement was applied to tune
the system transient response. The simulation results with
comparisons has verified the effectiveness and superiority
of this paper. As future work, the proposed strategy can be
extended to address the issue of anti-disturbance fault esti-
mation of flexible spacecraft with more actuators, such as six
thrusters.
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